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Nobles and Ladies, 

 

We are off and running for 2017.  IS Ken Keesler and Assis-

tant Rabban Ed Woods attended the Nile Installation on the 

7th while Lady Johanna and I (and Dale and Keely Vrsalo-

vich and IS Keith Christensen) attended the Al Kader Instal-

lation in Wilsonville, OR on the 14th (after our installation 

in Centralia).  I then attended the El Katif Installation in 

Spokane on the 21st.  Our Assistant Rabban, HP&P and Ori-

ental Guide are booked for their training in Tampa and I’m 

going to Recorder training in San Diego.  Rory Johnson is 

laying the groundwork to re-establish the Mt. Tacoma 

Shrine Club and the other clubs and units will have their 2017 calendars established 

soon.  Noble Don Varo (our Temple Directory) and I are helping coordinate the calen-

dars and plan the events.  We want to make sure every event is enjoyable and success-

ful and give you every opportunity to participate by giving you these calendars 

now.  The take away from this message is: “Don’t wait!” until summer to make your 

plans and to be active.  Start today. 

  

Membership is critically important to our success so our Membership Chairman (and 

Assist. Rabban) will be writing about it in every Afifi News issue.  We have received in-

quiries from men (outside the fraternity) interested in becoming Shriners.  We are per-

sonally “walking” them through the process of becoming Masons and Shriners.  I am 

expecting several candidates for our May and September Ceremonials.  Public Rela-

tions is equally important so our PR Chairman (and HP&P) will also be commenting in 

every issue. 

  

Our Chief Rabban is working hard on our fraternal raffle fundraiser which will start 

very soon.  At the same time, the Divan will be working with the clubs and units to ex-

pand their charitable fundraising to greatly increase our contributions to the hospitals 

and transportation fund.  Compared to other temples, Afifi is one of the smallest, yet 
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Ray Zimmerman 
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Well Nobles the year is taking shape, Illus.Sir Ray Zimmer-

man is off and running, he has been traveling and sharing 

what the year holds. Much of the focus in this year is going 

to be membership.  In order to have a strong Shrine we need 

to take care of our membership shortfalls.  This will be chal-

lenging for sure but each and everyone of you can make a 

difference.   

 

This year we will be having a vehicle raffle.  Initially the plan 

was to use an acquired trailer for first prize.  Upon further 

though and having been presented with an opportunity I 

have found our grand prize.  It will be a 1967 GMC Short Box 

Step Side Pickup,  2nd and 3rd prizes will be two halves of 

beef w/small freezer. 

Tickets have been ordered and we will have them out to the clubs and units very 

soon.  We are going to need all hands on deck to make this a successful year.   

 

We will once again be going to the Puyallup Fair; each club and unit is strongly en-

couraged to sign up for a week.  We tend to have strong ticket sales while at the fair 

which has been proven in the past.  Additionally we will hold the drawing at the con-

clusion of the fair which brought a large crowd the last time this was done.  

 

Yours in the Faith, 

Edward Woods - Chief Rabban 

Edward Woods  

Chief Rabban 

 



our charitable fundraising has been even smaller.  Gateway SC has been the exception 

and their $15,000 last year was xxx% of the total Afifi charitable donations.  We need 

to duplicate their success at the other clubs and units. 

  

In this issue are names of the nobles we lost in 2016.  Please keep their family and 

friends in your prayers and keep in touch with their widows.  Offer them any assistance 

they may need.  We also recognize those nobles who have personally contributed to our 

hospitals, the temple, distressed noble fund and/or the transportation fund in 

2016.  Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated.  And I apologize if we some-

how missed your name in our records.  Let us know and we’ll set the record straight. 

  

Finally, some of our younger nobles have expressed a frustration that they can’t find 

the time to dedicate to the Shrine as they have wished.  As a fan of TED talks, I refer 

you to “How to gain control of your free time” by Laura Vanderkam.  It’s all a matter of 

priorities.  But, at the very least, you can add value by becoming a walking bill-

board.  Go online and buy a couple hats; a Masonic hat and a Shrine hat.  (I am talking 

with a couple of embroiderers about offering Afifi hats, coats, shirts, etc. for sale.)  Al-

ternate wearing them EVERYWHERE you go.  I do.  And it gets results.  Challenge 

people you meet to see if they know what the hat represents.  Never miss an opportuni-

ty to inform the general public about who we are and why you belong.  If everyone of 

us did this, more and more people would understand and make the connection be-

tween Masonry, Shriner's and our hospitals. 
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Hello Nobles and Ladies, 

            

As Assistant Rabban, it is his duty to oversea the membership 

activities of the Temple.  In conjunction with that, my wife and I 

attended the Membership Seminar hosted by Imperial.  Many 

good conversations and lessons were taught and we also had the 

chance to meet every single member of the Imperial Officers, as 

all were in attendance.  The bad news is that Shrine has shrunk 

to 250,000 members as of the new year.  We are losing mem-

bers to NPD and deaths faster than we can replace 

them.  Everyone is to blame for this.  The reasons are many and 

varied but the RX is simple.   

            

The quickest way to grow is to use the info provided by Imperial through the 

Beashrinernow.com website.  Every week, I am sent an email with the complete info of 

some gentleman who is interested in Shrine.  Sometimes it's from a Shriner who has 

moved into our territory and he just needs to get plugged into one of our units.  Others 

are from non-masons who are interested in our fraternity and then the fun starts!  We 

now have a double job of connecting these interested men with our local lodges and 

with our shrine clubs and units.  I have the help of Noble Douglas Chilson in the north-

ern half of our Temple and Mike Kreger has volunteered to help out in the Kelso/

Longview area.  I am covering the southern stretch of the Temple in Vancouver.  I still 

need a volunteer in the Lewis County area and Gray's Harbor area.   

 

Our job is to mentor these prospects in the lodge membership process and explain how 

Shrine works as a fraternity and charity.  I am real excited for this whole avenue of 

gaining members!  This month alone, we are talking to 4 individuals and I need your 

help, Nobles.  I need you to be supportive of these prospects, and be welcoming at your 

events and invite them to every social venture you have on all calendars.  These pro-

spects often have wives who may be interested in the Ladies groups, such as OES or 

Daughters of the Nile.  Help them!  Help everyone grow and please remember to be on 

your best masonic behavior.  Treat them as you would like them to treat you.   

            

Another way to grow is through our families.  The Legacy program is designed to rec-

ognize the family members in Shrine.  Do you have relatives who aren't in 

Shrine?  Why not?  Ask them to join!  Take them on a hospital outing, or on a fundrais-

er for the hospitals.  Emphasize the community outreach we do with our hospital sys-

tem.  Let your ladies help you sell Shrine.  Encourage coed activities and let the women 

talk to the men in the family about doing good for the kids.  It isn't against the rules for 

the Ladies to encourage their sons, nephews, grandsons, uncles, etc. to become masons 

and shriners.  There is a lot of good from having the whole family involved in Shrine.   

            

(Continued on page 8) 

Noble Dale Vrsalovich 

Assisstant Rabban  



From your Oriental Guide - Noble Rory Johnson 

Greetings Nobles! I have to say it does feel ‘different’ to greet you as Oriental Guide but 

I am happy to be a member of the elected Divan. I will tell you that I was surprised at 

the nomination as I was not aware Noble Jerry Burg intended to present my name but 

I appreciate his thinking enough of me to extend that honor. Coming from Jerry it 

means a lot. Also thank all of you for supporting that nomination by electing me to the 

position. I am proud to be part of the 2017 Divan and am excited and committed to 

working hard for all of the Nobles in Afifi to build a vibrant, growing, fun organization 

that we can all be proud to be a part of. I believe the members of the Divan are also 

dedicated to that task and I plan on joining them wholeheartedly in that endeavor. 

  

In speaking with I.S. Ray about tasks to address in my new office, one that was on his 

agenda was providing a way for the Nobles in the Tacoma area to come together and 

associate with each other to build fellowship and that sense of fraternity. It would also 

provide a local club that could focus on attracting new members from the Tacoma area. 

I found out from Ray and others that for a number of years the Mt. Tacoma club had 

existed that provided that opportunity for fun and fellowship. So Ray and I agreed that 

I would lead the effort to reestablish the Mt. Tacoma Club. To that end I am reaching 

out to all of you who might have been past members or are interested in being a mem-

ber to contact me at 253-732-1324. I may also be reaching out to you directly to solicit 

your help and participation. 

  

One final thought. I was searching the other day for some information on the Shriners 

on the internet. As you probably know you can find almost anything there today. I 

came across an article named The Full Text of “MECCA Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 

of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, its history and pleasures, together with the origin 

and history of the order”. It was written by Noble Dr. Walter M. Fleming and Noble 

William S. Paterson. It was a typed account of the origin of the AAONMS but it also 

chronicled their travels to visit many of the Temples across the country. 

One trip was to the west coast and included a visit to Afifi Shrine. It said “Friday, Aug. 

5, 1890. Arrived in Tacoma, the city of prominence in the State of Washington. The 

Nobles of Afifi Temple had known by telegraph of our expected time of arrival and 

were on the watch for us. You can't catch those wild Westerners asleep. They came 

down the road in a special car to meet, greet and escort us to their city. Nobles I. 

W.  Pratt, F. H. Case, Dr. John T. Lee, A. McClaino, J. T. Mitchell, W. G.  Rowland, L. 

R. Kinnear and R. Ketner were the committee or advance guard. Carriages, as in previ-

ous instances, were waiting, and in each was placed one of Tacoma's Nobles, who took 

pleasure in pointing out all places of note. The business portion of the city was visited 

as well as the manufactories and residences. At 1 o'clock lunch was served at the Taco-

ma Hotel. The balance of the day and evening was spent in sightseeing. Every moment 

was enjoyed, under escort of the members of Afifi Temple. A number of the pilgrims 

took the steamer and made a very pleasant visit up Puget Sound to the city of Seattle. 

(Continued on page 9) 



Afifi Temple Officers - 2016 
          

Kenneth Keesler Potentate   
Ray Zimmermann Chief Rabban  
Edward C. Woods Assistant Rabban  
Dale Vrsalovich  High Priest & Prophet  
Ross Retzlaff  Oriental Guide 
Ben Schatz  Treasurer 
Douglas Baker Recorder 
 

Appointed Divan 

Rory Johnson  1st Ceremonial Master  
Billy Wolfe   2nd Ceremonial Master 
Larry Newsham    Director of Units 
Gerald Burg          Marshal 
Don Varo        Captain of the Guard 
Ryan Wright Outer Guard 
Joe McAlister Chaplain 
Hugh D. Ford Ambassador 
Rod Mason    Ambassador 
Snuffy Smith  Treasurer Aide 
Steve Livingston Exec. Potentate Aide 
Damien Kolb  Aide 

 

Afifi Board of Directors 
Kenneth Keesler, Potentate/Chair 

Ray Zimmerman 
Edward C. Woods 

Dale Vrsalovich 
Ross Retzlaff 
Ben Schatz 

Douglas Baker 
 

Membership Chairman 
Sam Lantow 

 
Fundraising Chairmen 

I.S. Kenneth Keesler & Billy Wolfe 
 

Hospital Representatives 
Portland Hospital - Board of Governors 

Ray McDermott 
IS Keith Christensen 

Rory Johnson 
 

Hospital Representatives Emeritus 
Hon. Richard Brosey – George Mohoric, DDS 
IS W. Brandt Bede MD – IS Douglas A. Baker 

IS Joe Devish – IS Barry Bede 
 

Afifi - Hospital Admittance Chairman 
Ill & Distressed Chairman 
Public Relations Chairman 

Douglas A. Baker 
 

Cord Anderson Ambassador to Al Kader 
Dusty Rhoades Ambassador to Elf Khurafeh 

Get an Early Jump  

on Your 2018 Dues   

 

You don't have to wait until you receive 
your 2018 dues notices.  Feel free to send 
a monthly check for $12.40 for 10 months 

(Jan - Oct) to our mailing address.   

If you wish to include the News subscrip-
tion, the monthly amount would be 

$15.40.  



Afifi News 
Published by Afifi Shrine 

Shriners International 
253-565-2055 

astemple@qwestoffice.net 
 

815 South Vassault St. 
Tacoma WA 98465-2097 

 

Web Site: www.afifishrine.org 
 

Afifi News Editor 
Edward C. Woods 

 

Afifi News Publisher 
Advertising Manager 

I.S. Ken Keesler 
 

Technology Chairmen 
Edward C. Woods 
Ray Zimmerman 

 

Publishing Deadline 
When submitting articles for  

the Afifi News, please adhere to 
our deadline of the 10th of the month 

preceding the publication month. 
Article must be submitted with WORD,  

send photo’s separately please include a caption. 
afifinews@47problem.com 

 
 

Shrine Club Meetings 
Columbia River Shrine Club – 4th Thursday 

Gateway Shrine Club – 3rd Friday 
Grays Harbor Shrine Club – 2nd Friday 

Lewis County Shrine Club – 2nd Thursday 
Thurston-Mason County Shrine Club – 4th Friday 

Afifi Yacht Club – 3rd Wednesday 
 

Unit Meetings 
Antiques & Classics – 2nd Monday 

Clowns – 2nd Thursday 
SW WA Clowns – 4th Mondays 

Greeters – 4th Thursday 
Legion of Honor – Quarterly 

Oriental Band – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Pipes & Drums – 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Provo Guard – 2nd Tuesday 
Ritual Section – 1st Thursday  

Afifi Club & Unit Meetings  

There are 15 Afifi Clubs and Units, each meet independently, their time and place  

may vary depending on the month and other organization’s events. If you would  

like to attend a meeting, contact the person listed below to confirm the Club/Unit 

schedule.  

Afifi Clubs: (Members Generally meet by County location)  

Columbia River Shrine Club (Longview/Kelso)............Dewey Rexford 360-636-5439  

Gateway Shrine Club (Vancouver).............................Ray Zimmerman 360-773-8658  

Grays Harbor Shrine Club (Hoquiam).........................I.S. Doug Bates 360-532-3190  

Lewis County Shrine Club (Centralia)........................Clank Robbins 360-736-5860  

Thurston/Mason Shrine Club (Olympia).....................Richard Groff  360-888-0199 

Afifi Yacht Club (Tacoma)...........................................I.S. Barry Bede 253-318-2122  

Afifi Units: (Members generally meet because of a common interest)  

Antiques and Classics (Cars not members) ....................Ben Schatz 360-943-3596  

Clowns (Tacoma) ................................................ Daryl McLaughlin 253-531-1294  

Directors Staff (Second Section of the Ceremonial)........Ross Retzlaff 360-481-3817  

South West WA Clowns...................................................James Cobb 360-835-5449  

Greeters...............................................................................Al Leavitt 253-752-5903  

Legion of Honor (Former Military Members)...........I.S. Ralph Cristler 253-846-5912  

Oriental Band................................................................I.S. John Brett 253-265-3870  

Provo Guard ..................................................................David Strous 360-802-0670  

Ritual.....................................................................................Tom Dow253-507-4844  

Click here AFIFI SHRINE to find us on Facebook 

Do you want a paper copy of the Afifi News? 
Starting in 2017, we will be offering a subscription to the Afifi News 

The annual subscription is $30 per year for 10 monthly issues 

Only subscribers will receive a paper copy, all others are emailed 

Send your check to PO Box 1433, Battle Ground, WA  98604  

https://www.facebook.com/AfifiShrine?ref=bookmarks


These are just a few of the ways we can grow.  Be the change in your club or unit.  Step 

up to the plate and start leading the way!  If you have quarrels in your past with mem-

bers, just put them in the trash and start today with a fresh outlook and work hard at 

improving the shrine.  It all begins with YOU!  What have you done today to help 

Shrine.  What have you done today to help a child?  Be active in your lodge and help 

out with degree work, so that we can advance these candidates.  Help our widows in 

Lodge and Shrine.  Be the example you wish all Nobles to be.  Once again, it starts with 

you.  Today is the first day to be a new shriner.  Do it! 

  

Yours in the Faith, 

  

Dale Vrsalovich—Assistant Rabban 

 

(Continued from page 4) 



Here they thought to steal a march, but they found resident members of Afifi Temple 

on the lookout,  who escorted them about the city and showed what enterprise and 

pluck  could produce in so short a time, for all will remember that a short year ago the 

major portion of this city was reduced to ashes. Stone and brick have taken the place of 

wood. An amusing matter to the pilgrims was to see and hear the great jealousies that 

exist among the residents of these many Western cities. One real estate agent was elab-

orating upon the superiority of Tacoma over Seattle. The Seattle agent vice versa. The 

Tacomaite told us to make great allowance for whatever statement was made by a Seat-

tle man, so much so that he told us to cut all statements made in two, and then divide 

the product by eight. This we thought rather disparaging and to be taken with an allow-

ance of a grain or two.  The return by boat was delightful. Puget Sound is a beautiful 

body of water. 

  

My idea in including this is that in addition to being an interesting and somewhat hu-

morous account of the visit, it also points out the long and rich history of our organiza-

tion. For well over 100 hundred years it has been in existence. A renowned organiza-

tion and philanthropy that has provided great benefit to so many people in so many 

ways. A legacy that it is up to us to continue. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Coming soon…. 



Meetings 
Date Location 
January 27, 2017               Olympia Masonic Center 
February 24                       Redwind Casino  
March  24                         Olympia Masonic Center, (St. patty’s) 
April ?                               Rivers Edge Tumwater 
May 26                     Olympia Masonic Center 
June  ?                            Dinner Train (TBD) 
July 15                            Picnic (Ross’s house) 
August                              President’s (Portland)  
September 22                    Buffalo wild wings 
October 27   Olympia Masonic Center (Halloween party) 
November ?      Growler Garage  
December 15th Anthony’s  

Parades for 2017 
  

Date Event 
  
February 17                       Winter PNSA 
April 8                               Daffodil Parade 
May 6-8th                          Loyalty Days Long Beach 
June 3                          Mason County Forest Festival 
July 15                              Lake Fair Parade 
August 12                           Morton Loggers Jubilee parade 
September 9                       Loggers Play Day Grays Harbor 
December 2               Shelton Winter Parade 

From TMSC -  
 
Hello Nobles, 
We are only a month into the year and we are already having a lot of fun.  I held my first 
meeting as President of TMSC and it was a real success.  We started the evening out with some 
great conversation and a little dinner prep.  I brought our two drift trikes and a couple of No-
bles really seemed to enjoy them.  They are looking forward to the arrival of the other ones 
that we have on order.  We also had an awesome dinner of ribs, chicken, baked potatoes and 
salad.  After dinner Noble Ross drove one of the drift trikes into the building to show it off and 
for us to kick start the meeting.  We had a little Shriner education on how to great the Poten-
tate and then the Potentate led us in the Shriners Pledge of allegiance.  As a club we voted on 
purchasing seven drift trikes and use one for a raffle item.  After a short conversation we de-
cide that the tickets should be $2 a piece. We also decided that we should advertise for mem-
bership on the back of the tickets. Below is an example of what the tickets will look like.  Noble 
Ross was honored that his mug was used for the tickets.  Once the Potentate was finished with 
his talking points, we moved into a spirited game of corn hole where he took first prize.  Our 
next meeting will be at the Red wind Casino, we are planing a friendly competition so make 
sure that you bring an extra $10 dollars with you.  V.P. Ross and I will be visiting Red wind be-
fore the meeting to plan your evening of excitement.  We are encouraging you to bring your 
lady and join us in continuing the fun that the potentate has ordered us to have.  Attached is 
our schedule of events and Parades.  If you have not booked your room for Loyalty days in 
Long Beach Wa, you will need to contact the Cedars ocean view Inn.  There # is 360-642-
5400.  TMSC will have a hospitality room for there members.  I look forward to seeing you at 
our next meeting on February 24th @ 6pm at Redwind Casino. 
 
Yours in the Faith - I.S. Ken Keesler (president) 

 



Be sure to check us out on the web 

Afifishriners.org 

Or on Facebook 



 

2016 Afifi Black Camel 
 

 

The Nobles of Afifi Shriners extend our condolences to the family and 

friends of our departed Nobles in 2016. 

 

 

 

Henry Shigemura      1/27/2016 

Mark M. Fowler         1/31/2016 

C. Russell Coffman    2/7/2016 

Roy C. Millar             2/14/2016 

George D. Mohoric    2/23/2016 

Donald C. Berry         2/23/2016 

Zachary Hill               2/24/2016 

Norman D. Greenly    2/28/2016 

Harry A. Marenbach    3/16/2016 

Rodney R. Olson        3/19/2016 

Arthur R. Teare          4/10/2016 

Junior H. Downey      5/2/2016 

James J. Crews         5/24/2016 

Billy J. Mabry            6/1/2016 

Glenn T. Smith           6/7/2016 

Patrick M. McCauley    6/30/2016 

Clayton C. Regier      9/11/2016 

Wava Potucek          9/17/2016 

Carl G. Peterson       10/11/2016 

George W. Bisson      10/19/2016 

Ferrell S. Ely             10/24/2016 

Leo D. Northcutt        10/27/2016 

William B. Bonnell      11/1/2016 

Rex A. Bradley          11/14/2016 

Charles T. Lake         11/14/2016 

Gene F. Bellinger      12/15/2016 

Robert T. McClure      12/19/2016 

Ray K. Embree, PP    12/27/2016  

 



2016 Temple, Hospital, Transportation and  

Birthday Club Funds Donors 

 

Thank you to all of you who contributed to the hospital, temple or both last 

year.  Your contributions make a significant impact..  (If I missed your 

name, I apologize and please let me know.  I'm still working on this "record 

keeping" stuff.) 

Ray Z. 

Hospital 

Arthur Klein                  Charles Heberle  

Charles McKenna         Dean Hindman  

Donald Baxter               Donald Varo  

Edward Lifset                Gregory Thomas  

Harold Edvalds             Irvin Harter  

Jimmie Martin               Mark Campbell  

Oliver Bond                   Ralph Stading  

Richard Good                Ricky Bonnell  

Rory Johnson                Royce Parsons  

Werner Segesser           Wilton Ellison  

 

Temple 

Charles Heberle  

Charles McKenna 

Donald Baxter  

Donald Varo  

Harold Edvalds  

Irvin Harter  

Oliver Bond  

Ricky Bonnell  

Rory Johnson  

Werner Segesser  

Wilton Ellison  

  

Transportation Fund 

Provo Guard  

  

Birthday Club 

George Ingle, Jr 

Fred Olness 



AFIFI TEMPLE  
PO Box 1433 

Battle Ground, WA 98604  


